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XX. TLxtra&of a Regifler of the Barometer, Thermometer, 
and Rain, at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1775. fy Thomas 
Barker, Efquire. Communicated by Sir John Pringlo, 
Bart. P. R. S. 

R. June 27, 1776. 
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Mr. barker's Regijler of the Weather. 371 
In four years, 1740, 41, 42, and 43, there came but 

in. 

66,361 of rain. In the laft four years 177a, 73, 74, 



in. 



and 75, there was 124,957, which is nearly twice as 
much. 
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The year began favourable, the winter was mild and 
not in general wet; there was indeed a pretty deal of 
rain the firft half of February, but the latter part of 
that month was warm and forwarding, and the fpring 
continued to advance from that time with much fewer 
frofty mornings and N.E, winds than there frequently 
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are ^ffiatSfeafoiif fthe many ftrong Westerly wittds keep- 
ing them back. The feed-time was fine, and the feafon 
gbbdfbr corfu There were Northerly winds the former 
part)p£ fApi?iJ$fhgt they were not fharp ones; and the 
latter part of the month was hot, fome days more fo than 
in the height of fummer. 

-^•'Th^^fef-hiSr^paLrt 6f the ftimmer was fine, hot, arid 
dry; fbme ftony pairiOies burnt a good deal,, efpecially 
\\|here:l:he; gi^nnds were hard-ftockedy and the crop of 
h&y was {rut was) fmall ; Jyet in general the grafs had got 
fci fonvaifd in fpifitng that it held out pretty well, There 
wks a grdatjdealbf fine Iweathdr this year; and though 
there wafe a "great deal of rain in the latter, pjart of the 
hammer, \ fb much fine weather was intermixed witbj it 
that jroofij of the hay and harveft were got in well. Thefe 
rdin$ bejjar* the beginning of July, were confiderable 
but nqt frequent; at firftj came oftener toward the end of 
itjand ? nt Auguft, and {were almoft continual the firfl 
thre£ ^wetk&cpf September, with 1 everal thunder-ftorihs. 
What ohajrveft wks fkill put, which in this country was 
chiefly pjeafe and beans,, wa$ much fpoiled; but in the 
£0s. a$d Te yeral other countries a good of barley was not 
firiifhect. The latter end of September and beginning of 
October we^ fine* and fihifhed the harvSft;; but the rains 
rettad^d; S^aiii, and continued ta the eM of November^ 
yetiinfLefi quantities than before, and the wheat feed-^ 
tim^Was^rfetty g;obd; The end of the year was fine and 
in gefnetal dr^; J at firft Warnv and aftetWard frequeht 
fiioity in^kikig^ but* no s fettled froft. The dry weather 
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before Midfttrmner iMted the wheat and barley, which 
were tbis year a good crop, and the griain large and fine, 
3fid -draper than they have been for fcveral years paft, 

TEhe weather Was lefs i&vourable in the South of Eng* 
land ; the dry faring was drier and more burning; the 
barley of two growths, and fome did ♦not eotne xip till 
Midfuntlmer* The wet afterward was alfo greater, efpe- 
cially in Hampshire, ib that their hay and harveft fuf* 
fered more than $urs, atod their barley/? in particular, 
coming up lat^ was fete ripe^ and was halfj or in fome 
pliacea mpft of ity damaged by the wet* The barley failed 
Mfain Norfolk, it not earing well on account of the dry 
feyjon. 

For £ good many years paft, flnce the feafons have 
been m general wet> the nkure of Eaft winds has been 
•very different |rotti what it was before. Several ye^rs 
^ftmthegte^fro&m 1740 there were a great many 
N;E. winds in Cpring, but they ware in general cold and 
dry, flopping vegetation ; but for the laft ten years, the 
Eatfl: winds have been often very wet; many of the 
greateft fummer floods were by rain out of that quarter, 
and many times there came rain almoft as certainly as 
the wind turned Eaft 

An experiment of parting freflHWUttr from fait by freezing. 

IN the fevere froft laft January, fome falt-water, being 
fet abroad, froze into an ice which was not folid but 
porous, the hollows being filled with the falteft part of 
the water, for the ice, when drained, was quite frefti. 
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The falt-water, being again fet abroad, froze as before ; 
what remained ftill unfrozen was now become exceeding: 
fait, but the ice, drained and diflblved, was little if at all 
brackifh. .This agrees with what Captain cook men- 
tions in his late voyage, that in 6i° 35' South latitude- 
they filled their water cafks with frefh- water, melted out 
of ice found floating in the fea. By this experiment, if 
another time more fully repeated, it may be found to 
what degree the faltnefs of water may be increafed, b;y 
continuing to freeze away the freih-water. 

May not the knowledge of this be of ufe to the fait- 
makers, efpecially in cold countries ? The Sun is ftrong 
enough of itfelf between the Tropics to dry away the 
fea-water into fait ; and, I think, at the falt-works near 
Lymington, they increafe the faltnefs of the fea-water 
by drying it away in the Sun before they boil it into fait* 
And this feems to be another means of parting frefh- 
water from the fait, which would fave expence in boil* 
ing it away, and may be of ufe in the cold countries, amd 
in winter* 
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